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Taurus Investment Holdings along with their partners Embassy and Asset Homes launched
their first project in India- the Downtown Trivandrum on Oct 12, 2018. The ceremony was
inaugurated by the Chief Minister Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan, in the presence of Shri.Shashi Tharoor
MP, Prof. Lorenz Reibling- Chairman and Founding Partner, Taurus Investment Holdings, Mr.
Jitu Virwani, Chairman and MD, Embassy Group and Mr. Sunil Kumar, Managing Director of
Asset Homes.

It needs to be noted that ‘Downtown Trivandrum’ had received good coverage even before its
launch.The launch event received good coverage by all regional and national print,visual and
online mediums, with many regional newspapers including the news story with images on their
national, business pages and supplements.The Chief Minister’'s Office’s official facebook page
also went on live during the inaugural ceremony. More than 60 journalists representing various
print, online and visual mediums were present at the inaugural ceremony for covering the event.
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i Chief minister Plnarayl Vuayan |naugurates Taurus Downtown
i Technopark project works in Thiruvananthapuram on Friday

1 K Deepaprasad

Times News NETwork

Thiruvananthapuram:
Phase I works of the Taurus
Downtown Technopark pro-
ject, which formally began on
Friday, will be completed by
August 2020. The biggest fore-
ign investment in the const-
ructionsectorof theITfield af-
ter Smart City, the Rs 1500-cro-
re project isall set to bring ma-
Jor changestoIT sector.

While inaugurating the

event, chief minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said that plans were
afoot to increase IT park space
inthestate from 1.3 crore squa-
re feet to 2.3 crore square feet,
The CM said thatsuchamassi-
ve expansion in the IT parks
space would enable the crea-
tionof 2.5]akh directjobsbesi-
des increasing software ex-
port and attracting investors
tothestate.

“Asapriority sector, the go-
vernment is giving emphasis
to creating a necessary social
milieu and basic infrastructu-
reinthelT sector; aimingatin-
creasing software export and
attract investors,” the CM sa-
id. He unveiled the model of
the project on the occasion.

Taurus chairman Lorenz
Reiblingsaid that it was theen-
vironment, politics and mar-
ket that attracted them to the
state. Taurus country head
Ajay Prasad said that the com-

pany would set up pre-fabrica-
ted office spaces that would be
ready to accommodate IT offi-
ces by May 2019.

The project envisages

construction of Embassy Tau- :
rus TechZone, a 33-lakh squa-

re feet IT space, Taurus Zent-
rum, a12-lakh square feet reta-

il space, 315room service :

apartment Asset Taurus Iden-
tity and a 200-room business
hotel. A 15-screen multiplex

managed by Cinepolis willal-

sobe part of the project. It will
house the state’s first imax
screen too.

‘The total built-up area of
the project is 571akh square fe-
et. The entire project will co-
me up in 20 acres in phase I
campus of Technopark. Of
the total 20 acres, 12.43 acres
will be exclusively for office
space and remaining for reta-
il, hotel and serviced apart-
ments.

Leading SEZ builder Em-
bassy Group is associating
with  Boston-headquartéred
Taurus Investment Holdings
for the project.

Thiruvananthapuram MP
Shashi Tharoor, mayor V K
Prashanth, IT secretary M Si-
vasankar, Technopark CEO
Hrishikesh Nair, Embassy
group chairman Jitu Virwani
and Assethomesmanaging di-
rector V Sunil Kumar alsospo-
ke at the function.
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STAFF REPORTER
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
"The State government is lay-
ing its d .
g levelopmental thrust
on knowledge-based indus-
tries, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vuaya_n has said. He was
speaking after launching the
Taurus Downtown Trivan-
drum project here on Friday.
“Technopark is the first IT
park in India. Ever since this
government came to office,
we have been making every
effort to ensure that it be-
comes a world-class facility
by upgrading its capacities,
setting up global industries
and attracting fresh talent.
We aim at increasing soft-
ware export and at prepar-
ing the basic physical infras-
tructure  for  attracting
investors. The arrival of tech
giants such as Nissan and Fu-
jitsu are positives. The
launching of Downtown pro-
ject fits neatly into these larg-
er scheme of things,” he
said. ]

On 20 acres

Downtown Trivandrum, be-
ing developed by Taurus In-
vestment Holdings along
with its partners Embassy

|

TPirroip- 1013

Taurus Downtown at Technopark

Gove s ol S .
sOvernment’s thrust on knowledge-based industries, says Chief Minister

y-i" p

Chief Miister Pinarayi Vijayan greets Taurus chairman and founding partner Lorenz Reibling at
the inauguration of Taurus Downtown Trivandrum at Technopark in Thiruvananthapuram on
Friday. Shashi Tharoor, MP, is seen. sc. RATHEESH KUMAR

Group and Asset Homes, is a
mixed-use project with 55
lakh square feet of built-up
space in 20 acres of land lo-
cated within Phase 3 of Tech-
nopark. ;

The project will consist of
Embassy Taurus TechZone,
an office complex having 33

lakh square feet of collabora-
tive workspace; Taurus Zen-
trum, a 12-lakh square feet
retail and entertainment
centre; Asset Taurus Identi-
ty, 315 units of serviced resi-
dences; and a 200-key Busi-
ness Hotel.

Shashi Tharoor, MP, said

that political parties had
been able to come together
despite their differences for
the common goal of the ci-
ty’s development.

Matter of satisfaction
“It really is a matter of great
satisfaction for me to see

what has so long existed on
paper becomes a reality to-
day. The future of the State’s
development lies in the IT
field, in the knowledge in-
dustry, and in the kind of en-
vironmental-friendly things
we are well known for, par-
ticularly tourism and well-
ness, which are both subsets
of the hospitality industry.
All of these things fit togeth-
er extremely well. It seems
to be a very useful project
which can attract more com-
panies. When these big com-
panies come, they’ll need
more office spaces which in-
deed this project hopes to
provide,” said Mr. Tharoor.
Lorenz Reibling, Chair-
man of Taurus, said that the
company hoped to contri-
bute to the rising star among
Asian nations.
“Taurus’ DNA is interna-
tional and primarily based
on accumulation of 1Q, not

only of assets. There are of

course in people in
all countries and continents,
but few show such promis-
ing signs of dominating the
future marketplace of I1Q,

and indirectly of Al, as In-

dia,” said Mr. Reibling.
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Taurus projects
offer 50k jobs

DC CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCT. 12

Global investor Taurus
launched a %2,000-crore
project at Technopark
Phase-III area. It is exp-
ected to generate 50,000
jobs within 10 years.
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Friday for-
mally inaugurated the
project ‘Taurus Down-
town Trivandrum’ being

~ Chief Minister Pinarayi 'Viiayan and Thiruvanaﬁfhéb-
~ uram MP Shashi Tharoor take a look at the model of
~ the Taurus Downtown project planned at Technopark

built by Boston-based
Taurus Investment
Holdings, LLC (Taurus),
global investor, develop-
er, owner and operator.
The first building of
65,000 sq-feet will be com-
missioned by 2019 and
another one million sg-
feet IT space and about
7.5 lakh sq-feet retail and
entertainment infra-
structure will be commis-
sioned by 2020-21.
2 Continued on Pg 10

s rann

_phase-lll campus at the launch of the work on Friday.

rman and managing director Lorenz
seen. — AV. MUZAFAR
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' Downtown project to boost IT business

Dream turns real
for CET alumnus

DC CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
OCT 12

With the Taurus Downto-
wn project at Technopark
Phase III campus here
turning to a reality, itisa
dream come true for a
Thiruvananthapuram
native who has been envi-
sioning infrastructure of
global standards in his
home town.
. Taurus India managing

director Ajay Prasad, who
- has been relentlessly pur-
suing the project, is an
-alumni of College of En-
gineering Thiruvananth-
apuram (CET) and the St.
Thomas school in the city.

“I am very happy that a
project of this size is hap-
pening in my home city
offering office space and
social infrastructure .of
global standards," said
Ajay, a native of Kumar-
apuram.

Boston-based Taurus’s

chairman Lorenz Reibli-

ng, Thiruvananthapuram
Shashi Tharoor, MP, and
Technopark chief execu-

Ajay Prasad

tive officer Hrishikesh
Nair highlighted Ajay's
efforts in making the proj-
ect a reality.

“But for the constant
persuasion by Ajay, we
could have even dropped

the project owing to the

technical delays involv-
ed,” said Mr.Reibling.

Z Mr Tharoor recollected

that Ajay used to high-
light the infrastructure
needs of the city through
his blogspot Trivandrum
Rising since 2009, while
he (Tharoor) was contest-
ing the Lok Sabha polls
from Thiruvananthap-
uram.

Ajay completed his
schooling at St. Thomas
School in 1999 and did
engineering degree in/
electronics at CET. After
passing out from CET in
2009, he went to IIM
Culcutta. Afterwards he
worked with Accenture
Strategy in Mumbai and™
Emmar India. In 2010 he
did masters in real estat
development in Bosto
and joined Taurus in 2012.

- Ajay mooted the Down-

town project in 2013 after
Taurus did an India safari
to identify the investment
options. "During an inter-
action with with heads of
leading IT firms in
Technopark, many had
pointed out lack of global
infrastructure, including
entertainment and retail
space. This prompted us

to moot the Downtown

project," he said.
Ajay, who is the son of a
doctor, said that from his

“college days itself, he had

an interest for infrastruc-
ture development and

‘hence initiated the blog to

express his desire. -~ @




IMAGEQ_

Taurus projects
offer 50k jobs

FROM PAGE 1

Thiruvananthapuram;
Taurus has already initi-
ated talks with major
technology firms on set-
ting wup office in
Downtown and would
finalise some deals with-
in a few weeks.

Mr Vijayan said that the
entry of global firms like
Taurus, Nissan and
Fijutsu reflects the
changing  perception
about Kerala among the
international investors.
This was the result of the

thrust being given by the

state gavernn&ent on the

and residential space, the
Downtown would change
the face of Technopark.

Taurus chairman
Lorenz Reibling told
reporters that it was the
first project of the com-
pany in India and that
Kerala was opted consid-
ering various factors like
the government partiei-
pation in the project. The
project is being devel-
oped with the support of
leading builder Embassy
group.

Taurus India manag-
ing-director Ajay Prasad
said that the first build-
ing to be commissioned
by May 2019 would be

" constructed using pre-

fabricated materials to be
from Bangalore.
will be named Key
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Downtown Technopark: Kerala's largest devpt project gets under way

JUJ0 MALAYIL

As 2 priority sector, the government
giving emphasis on creatinga
necessary social milleu and basic
infrastructure in the IT sector, aimed
at increasing software exports and
attracting investors

Incubation facility to come
up In six months

While work on the Downtown
Technopark project progresses,
companies that have signed up will
be provided with incubation facility
with "Keystone’ - a first-of-its-kind
sy Group  Drefabricated structure in Kerala -
on-head- 00asting a bullt-up area of 62,500 sq
£t in under six manths. The shopping-
cum-entertainment centre will host
Cinepolis which will set up Kerala's
largest multiplex with 15 cinema
screens, including the state's first
IMAX movie screen. Asset Homes’ 315
units of serviced residences will
include cost-effective 100 sq ft and
300 sq ft apartments enabling
access to guality housing for bach-
elor tech-employees at Technopark
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Online media (English)

e The Hindu -
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Thiruvananthapuram/taurus-downtown-at-technop
ark/article25209775.ece

e UNI-
http://www.uniindia.com/kerala-cm-inaugurates-rs-1-500-crore-taurus-downtown-project/
business-economy/news/1377051.html

e Business Standard-

https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/taurus-kickstarts-first-investment-in-india-
with-downtown-in-kerala-118101200901_1.html

e Deccan Chronicle-

https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/131018/kerala-cm-inaugurates-global-in
vestor-taurus-projects-offer-50-000-jo.html

e Economic Times-

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/property-/-cstruction/taurus-investment-
holdings-to-focus-on-tier-2-and-3-cities-in-india/articleshow/66224332.cms

e New Indian Express

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/2018/oct/13/downtown-technopark-keralas-larg
est-development-project-gets-under-way-1884799.html
e The news minute
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/kerala-cm-launches-rs-1500-crore-mega-it-project-state-
89927

e Times of India
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/thiruvananthapuram/another-it-major-to-step-into-techno
park/articleshow/65986221.cms

e Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/thiruvananthapuram/another-it-major-to-step-into-techno
park/articleshow/65986221.cms

e The Hindu

https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/gn2tig/article25211527 .ece
e Economic Times
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/miscellaneous/technopark-and-taurus-investment
-holdings-signs-agreement-for-taurus-downtown/articleshow/63304477.cms

e Dev Discourse
https://www.devdiscourse.com/Article/agency-wire/215969-cm-vijayan-announces-massive-exp
ansion-of-it-parks-in-kerala

e On Manorama

https://english.manoramaonline.com/news/kerala/2018/10/12/kerala-it-park-space.html
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e Business Standard
https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/ker-to-increase-it-parks-space-from-1-3-to-
2-3-cr-sq-ft-118101200888_1.html

e India
https://www.india.com/news/agencies/ker-to-increase-it-parks-space-from-1-3-to-2-3-cr-sq-ft-33
77695/

e Economic Times
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/ites/kerala-to-increase-it-park-space-to-2-3-crore-squ
are-feet/articleshow/66185098.cms

o New Kerala
https://www.newkerala.com/news/read/56981/cm-launches-rs-1500-cr-mega-it-project-in-kerala.
html

e The Statesman
https://www.thestatesman.com/cities/cm-pinarayi-vijayan-launches-rs-1500-cr-mega-it-project-in
-kerala-1502695961.html

e The Hans India
http://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/National/2018-10-12/CM-launches-Rs-1500-cr-mega-I
T-project-in-Kerala/423925

e Deccan Chronicle
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/131018/thiruvananthapuram-dream-turn
s-real-for-cet-alumnus.html

e Money Control
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/kerala-to-increase-it-parks-space-from-1-3-to-2-3
-cr-sq-ft-3041311.html

Online Media(Malayalam)

e Manorama Online
https://localnews.manoramaonline.com/thiruvananthapuram/local-news/2018/10/08/09102018-a
rticle-9.html

e Mathrubhumi
https://www.mathrubhumi.com/myhome/features/things-to-know-about-taurus-downtown-1.3218
616

e Manorama News
https://www.manoramanews.com/news/business/2018/10/12/down-town-trivandrum-.html
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e Manorama Online
https://www.manoramaonline.com/news/business/2018/10/13/taurus-embassy-downtown-techn
o-park.html

e Manorama Online
https://www.manoramaonline.com/news/business/2018/10/11/bp-tvm-rebirth-to-taurus-project.ht
ml

e Janayugam
http://janayugomonline.com/government-will-focus-on-developing-the-knowledge-based-sector/

Visual Media

e Asianet News
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hWz9avaSEvA

e Manorama news
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rscebh5hR0Q

Live video coverage from Chief Minister’s official facebook page- Chief Minister’s Office,Kerala
-https://www.facebook.com/CMOKeralalvideos/249320572596879/

Press Release

Taurus Investment Holdings launches its first project in India-
Downtown Trivandrum

Friday, October 12, 2018
Thiruvananthapuram

Taurus Investment Holdings, together with its partners — Embassy Group and Asset Homes,
formally kick started its first investment in India by launching DOWNTOWN TRIVANDRUM- a
landmark project located at the heart of Technopark, Trivandrum. The ceremony was
inaugurated by the Chief Minister Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan, in the presence of Shri. Shashi Tharoor
MP, Prof. Lorenz Reibling - Chairman and Founding Partner, Taurus Investment Holdings,
Mr.Jitu Virwani, Chairman and MD, Embassy Group and Mr. Sunil Kumar, Managing Director of
Asset Homes. The CM also unveiled a 3D model of Downtown Trivandrum project at the
function.

“Technopark is the first IT park in India.Ever since this government came to office,we have been
making every effort to ensure that it becomes a world class facility by upgrading its

capacities,setting up global industries,and attracting fresh talent. Our thrust on the IT sector has
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reflected in new projects in the industry coming up across the state of Kerala. A major move in
this regard is being made today.l am glad to welcome Taurus ,Embassy and Asset homes who
are jointly developing “Downtown Trivandrum” at Technopark-the first IT park in Kerala.” said
Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan,Chief Minister of Kerala inaugurating the function.

“It really is a matter of great satisfaction for me to see what has so long existed on paper
become a reality today. | always had the desire to see that we should move forward in the state,
particularly in Thiruvananthapuram,my own constituency to showcase my profound conviction
that the future of the state’s development lies in the IT field, in the knowledge industry; both
education and research and in the kinds of environmentally friendly things we are well known for
particularly tourism and wellness, which are both subsets of the hospitality industry. All of these
things fit together extremely well . It seems to be that this is a very useful project which can
attract more companies.And when these big companies come, they’ll need more office spaces
which indeed this project hopes to provide” said Shri. Shashi Tharoor MP, Thiruvananthapuram.

“Taurus’ DNA is international and primarily based on accumulation of IQ not only of assets.
There are of course intelligent people in all countries and continents, but few show such
promising signs of dominating the future marketplace of IQ, and indirectly of Al, as India. Not
only as a derivative of the 1.3 Billion people residing here but equally important as an integral
part of the Indian culture. Great philosophers and gurus, from Abraham Lincoln to Mahatma
Gandhi, have emphasized the importance of reflection and meditation for both personal and
business life. Happiness and success are intrinsically interwoven and we hope our project will
contribute to the wellbeing and pleasure of its tenants and guests. For me and my colleagues,
India is a great inspiration and we are thankful that we can contribute to this rising star among
the Asian nations.”, said Prof. Lorenz Reibling, Chairman of Taurus.

Mr. Jitu Virwani, Chairman and Managing Director Embassy Group said “We are very happy to
be a significant part of the Downtown Trivandrum Project. It is encouraging to see the increasing
interest from leading multinational technology companies in Kerala, to be a part of the Embassy
Taurus Tech Zone. The highly sustainable and smart district environment will help create
several job opportunities and build a large community; our coworking space WeWork will also
bring in vibrant work spaces for entrepreneurs and startup companies. We wish the Downtown
Trivandrum project all the success”

“Live-work-play is a key element for success of knowledge ecosystems worldwide and we are
bringing this concept to Trivandrum through our partnership with Taurus. We believe Asset
Taurus Identity serviced residences will be an important catalyst for attracting high value talent
pool to Trivandrum by providing quality living spaces within Taurus Downtown. Our serviced
residences will play perfect match to the SEZ and retail components of Taurus Downtown.”, said
Mr. Sunil Kumar, Managing Director, Asset Homes.
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India has witnessed a massive transformation over the years, with most of the development
taking place beyond the metros. Tier Il cities like Trivandrum, that tops the list in terms of
governance and sustainable quality of life, possesses a huge potential as they provide a healthy
work atmosphere for organizations to function. Trivandrum is already in the radar of tech majors
as the city provides favorable factors like direct access to talent, healthy staff attrition rates at
much lower costs.

Downtown Trivandrum, being developed by Taurus along with its partners Embassy Group
and Asset Homes is a mixed-use project with 55 lakhs sq.ft of built-up space in 20 acres of land
located within Phase 3 of Technopark. The project will consist of Embassy Taurus TechZone,
Trivandrum - a state-of the-art office complex encompassing 33 lakh sq.ft of collaborative
and healthy workspaces, Taurus Zentrum, Trivandrum - a 12 lakh sq.ft world-class, retail
and entertainment centre, Asset Taurus Identity- 315 units of serviced residences and a 200
key Business Hotel. Downtown Trivandrum is expected to pave the way for a a true
transformation of the city and will boost Kerala’s IT ecosystem.

Embassy Taurus TechZone (ETTZ), Trivandrum will start meeting the space needs to
technology firms, even before the construction of the first phase of SEZ office building gets
completed in 2020. Keystone,a first-of-its-kind in Kerala prefabricated, incubation space facility
with a built-up area of 62,500 sq.ft would be provided to companies that have signed up for
space in ETTZ. With 800 estimated seats on two floors, companies will be able to kick-start their
operations in ETTZ as early as March 2019.

Embassy Taurus TechZone is expected to generate 30,000 plus direct jobs. The world’s
largest coworking service provider WeWork will be establishing a facility in ETTZ. Taurus and
Embassy are in advanced discussions with multiple technology majors to be take up space in
TechZone.

Apart from tech jobs, Zentrum - the retail and entertainment center would bring in a major
change by providing world-class social infrastructure to Technopark, ushering in a cultural shift
by integrating work and leisure at different levels. Mexico-based cineplex major Cinepolis will
set up Kerala’s largest multiplex with 15 cinema screens in Zentrum, including the State’s first
IMAX screen.

All components of the project will conform to the highest standards of sustainability and will
feature extensive use of smart-city technology including Al and loT elements.

Preliminary work, including test piling, is already underway and construction work is expected to
start by first week of November with an expected completion date in mid-2020.
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About Taurus Investment Holdings

Taurus Investment Holdings, LLC (“Taurus”) is a global investor, developer, and operator with a
pervasive regional market network that leverages its diversified capital and operational
infrastructure to capitalize on exclusive commercial and residential real estate opportunities.
Founded in Munich, Germany in 1976 and currently headquartered in Boston, Massachusetts,
Taurus currently has a local presence in 15 markets on four continents. To date, Taurus has
purchased, developed and sold more than 40 million square feet (4 million square meters) of
office, industrial, retail and residential assets throughout the world with a total acquisition value
of over $5 billion. The firm is an active participant in key markets including New York, London,
Munich, Frankfurt, Ankara, Istanbul, and Buenos Aires, with India being the latest market that it
has entered. One of Taurus’ flagship projects is the 2000 Acre Whisper Valley in Austin, Texas,
a $2 Billion “smart city” development with 7,000 homes, which is the first large-scale net zero
energy integrated community in the US. More information at www.tiholdings.in

About Embassy

Embassy is one of the leading property developers in India with a track record of over three
decades in real estate development. Embassy has an extensive land bank across the country
and has developed over 45 million sq. feet of prime commercial, residential and retail space in
India. Embassy's portfolio of real estate developments spans the commercial,residential,
industrial & warehousing, retail and hospitality segments of the real estate industry. Embassy's
ongoing residential projects include luxury apartments, villas and integrated townships. The
Residential portfolio includes 8 million sq. feet completed, and 15 million sq. feet of ongoing and
future development. Embassy’s Hospitality business comprises of 2 Hotels in Bengaluru, and 5
under construction, including the Four Seasons Hotel scheduled to open in November 2018.
The commercial real estate business includes the development of business parks, and ten SEZ
across South India including India’s first and only IGBC Platinum Certified Business Park
Campus. The portfolio includes 4 Grade A Office Parks in 4 cities, with over 190 corporate
occupiers, providing work space to more than 230,000 employees. Embassy Group has
delivered over 30 million sq. feet of commercial properties, with a strong pipeline of over 20
million sq. feet at various stages of development. Embassy’s office parks are estimated to have
generated in excess of $20 billion in exports under the STPl and SEZ schemes, since
inception.More information at www.embassyindia.com

About Asset

Established in 2006, Asset Homes Pvt Ltd(Asset Homes) is engaged in residential and
commercial real estate development. Asset Homes is based in Kerala and has completed 46
projects and currently has 29 ongoing projects. The company is promoted by Mr.V.Sunil Kumar,
B Tech, MRICS. Asset Homes Pvt. Ltd is one of the pioneers in real estate industry in Kerala
with many first in the industry to its credit. The company has been in the business of real estate
for more than a decade and has developed a brand recall for itself. More information at
http://www.assethomes.in
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